Open the Word

Paul's world

Read the background material on Paul and life in Thessalonica.

FAQs e 8-14 November 2020

. For very young children

Play and think about the belief that all
who have died will be with God.

Play materials: shiny materials, to
represent God's glory, e.g. tinsel, silver

Print out copies of this week’s Paul’s
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foil, mirrors, gold wrapping paper.

world - life in Thessalonica Sheet

for the children to read, or hold one up,

Storytelling

i Use a glove, finger or wooden spoon

read out the text and show them the

pictures. Start with the Life today questions,
then use the Imagine section to take
children back into Paul’s first-century
world. This week, we learn about the
difficult situations that many living in Paul’s
time had to cope with.

. puppet for Paul, as he talks to his friends:

This week | would like to tell you a special
message, to give you hope.

Do you remember the story about how
Jesus died on the cross? And how he rose
again and went up to heaven to be with

Present the reading & Open the Bible at 1 Thessalonians 4.13-14,18

Paul reminds us that when sad things happen, Jesus gives us h

Choose from these two ways of exploring a ‘nugget’ of Paul’s teach

These words Before reading the passage, practise the followi

words: died - fall flat on the floor; grieve — pretend to cry; hope/encourage - cheer;
Jesus — point upwards; rose again — jump up. Read the passage again, a bit faster, and

challenge the children to keep up!

Highlight emotions Print out a copy of the passage for each ¢

two different coloured highlighters. Ask them to highlight in one colour any words
that are sad, and in the other colour, any happy or hopeful words. Discuss together that

sad and happy words are both part of this one short passage.

Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians, Chapter 4, verses 13,14 and 18

t want yo

abotit those who have died. so

=

- that Jesus died and rose again, even

Je

Talk together &

e Why does Paul say that we can have hope when people die?

e Have you ever felt happy and sad at the same time?

e Do you know anyone who is feeling sad? What could you do to help them feel more

hopeful?

uninformed, brothers and sisters,

ou may not grieve as others do whe
ave no hope. For since we believe.

sus, God will brin
-

God? Well, we believe that, through
Jesus, God will bring those who have died
to be with him in heaven.

ope.

Play

Give each child a teardrop-shaped stamp,
: or make some from potatoes. Provide
blue paint and a large sheet of paper

for the children to print their shapes
onto. Allow the paint to dry. When you
come back to it, see if the children can
remember what the shapes are. Then give
out coloured watered-down paints for
them to paint a rainbow over the top of
i the teardrops. Talk about the rainbow as
- asign of hope.

ing.

ng actions for key

hild, and give each child

‘ Create

Provide sparkly, bright, colourful craft
materials and a large sheet of paper.
Invite the children to create a collage,
representing heaven as they see it.

that

Praise

Sing or listen to the chorus of the song
(link on @) and invite the children to
wave gold streamers while singing.

Pray

Offer children the chance to light a
battery-operated tealight for anyone they
know who has died.

Then pray:

We pray to you for all those people we
love but see no longer.

May they rest in peace.

Amen.

Find more prayers opposite and additional
activities on the next page.

Very young children page with more
activities, prayers and songs.
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